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Abstract

Objective The understanding and cooperation of dialysis medical staff are indispensable for the widespread
introduction of acupuncture treatment in maintenance dialysis medical treatment. In this study, we tried to clar-
ify the level of understanding of acupuncture of dialysis medical staff. We also tried to examine change in
their opinion of acupuncture after experiencing it. We discussed the possibility of using acupuncture treatment
in maintenance dialysis medical treatment.

Method At first, we distributed the questionnaire concerning the level of understanding of the acupuncture
of dialysis medical staff (n=105) who visited the experience corner. Next, we investigated whether the staff
who had experienced acupuncture treatment changed their opinion of it. We aso investigated the method and
effect of acupuncture.

Results & Conclusion Few staff had experienced acupuncture previously. They had fears regarding acu-
puncture regardless of their experiences, but these fears were alleviated after acupuncture experience. From
these reaults, it is believed that dialysis staff have an insufficient understanding acupuncture. On the other
hand, we considered the possibility that acupuncture could positively contribute to dialysis medical treatment
because many staff approved the safety and hygiene levels of acupuncture. It will be necessary to educate staff
concerning the effect of acupuncture on maintenance dialysis patients in order that they may be able to effec-
tively administer acupuncture in the future.
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